
Thinking 
Maps

Thank you to the staff at Henry Bloom Noble school for helping 
Ballaugh staff to learn about thinking maps and how they can positively 
impact on the children of our school,



‘Thinking Maps’  -  What is it? 

“A common visual language” - David Hyerle identified a need 
for how children can process their thinking.

80%-90% of information we receive is visual.

Thinking Maps allow students to express their thoughts and 
ideas non-linguistically and actually see the graphic 
representation of a student’s thought process (Holzman, 
2004).

Students need to learn how to think.  Just like swinging a bat 
or playing the piano, good thinking has learnable components.  
And the process of clear thinking should not be left a mystery 
to students, or to teachers.

Learning to think requires practice in thinking. Thinking needs 
to be frequent and ongoing. 

Thinking is hard work.  Students must confront that fact. 
Teachers must acknowledge it.

Thinking is for everyone.  It is not the preserve of the quick.  
And slow does not mean futile.

Thinking is clarified by writing.











Quotes from their pupils on ‘Thinking Maps’.

‘They help us to organise information and puts your learning together.’

‘They helps you to think of different ways to do it.’

‘You can be more specific with your thinking.’

‘They help you to put thinking on paper, with out it that would be tricky so 
it makes things easier.’

‘They help me organise my ideas to get to the answer.’

‘They help me to remember.’

‘They help me to work better as it helps me learn quicker with my 
thinking.’

‘My favourite thinking map is the double bubble because it allows you to 
choose two characters and lets you write similarities and differences.’ 

‘I like the double bubble too because it helps describing.’ 

‘I like the bridge map because I like doing it in maths.’

‘The bridge maps helps in maths because we compared adds and takeaways.’ 

‘I like all of them because they can help you with your learning, like maths 
or literacy.’

‘I don’t need the bridge map anymore because it makes sense now (maths 
comparing adds and take aways).’

‘Thinking maps will help because if you are stuck on something drawing it in 
the map might help to make it make sense .’



Notes:


